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Tho Court Stroot Eridge carrios H¿lrold Dillatd's rtarrto

Who was Iæe of Fort I*.c, Votee of Votee Park and MerrÌtt of Cctmp Mercitt? The Ne¡ne-Drotrtper giues you the louclttutn on sonrc oJ'the

people whose ,Tatnes Aou see onpublíc stetrres, nentorial plaqtrcs, park síç1ns,ltightua11s and euel7 sotne local stt'eets atound Norlh Jcrst:¡1

ÍIcwe suggestion^s? Etnailthemto features@northjerselJ.cont cndptttMtrtte-Dr<t.¡tper inthe sttbjectfield'

Ilarold Dilìarcl was not the plesident. lle cìicln't find lhe cure l'ol an r-rnlblgiving <iiscasc, and he didn't sign the Declalation of In<lepcrrcìcrrcc,

He lvas just a gtry from thc neighborh<xld, wcll-li.hed by thc pc:oplc on his blrrck and by cÌasslnates ¿rnd teamtnatcs at Hackcnsack High

School.

Nevertheless, his name canre to grace the century-old Coult Strect Btidge, an itnpoltant crossing of tìre Hackensack Rivel thal joiru Bo¡{ota

and Hackensacl<.

11 r9Br, the Ilackensack City Council apploved a nìeasru'e to Lename the clos.sing ¿rs [he I lal'old J. Dillard Mernr.ll'ial l]riclge in tribute to a

nicre guy killccl in Victnam 14 years crarlicr.

the lelief of sr¡me of his fi'iends wht¡ f'ealecl his name might be kæt.

Dillarcl was known in his Passaic Stleet neighborhoo'd as somcìone always willing to lencl a hancl, ancl known throu¡y'rotrt thc city l'tl'his

athletic exploits. For example, befolc graduation flonr Hackensack High, he got honolable mentiotr on the All-Connty Tlac.k'Ieam, pct'ha¡rs

basecl on his high jrunp of 6 fcet 4 inchcs - hcr als<¡ ran hurcllcs - ancÌ rvas citccl fur exornplaly sportsrnanship, Thc lìccolcl rep<-rltccl at thc

time. He won lettels f'ol valsity f'ootball and basketì¡alì as weÌl as ttack.

Photos: IIow sorne North Jcrscy spots got thcir namos

Dillar.d, l<norr,n to some fi.icnds as Duke and to sr.¡ne othels as Dukie, gladuatcd in Lhe Ilackeruack Class of r965. llefore the year r'vas r-rttt he

be fairty s¡re of getting into the blanch of selvice he u'antecl, said Gene Puntasecca, one of Dillald's high schcnlbuddies. That was the X{al'ilre
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Corps, though his listing in the Class of '65's yealbook ncrtes an interest in the Ail I'orce.

Being a Marine in Vietnam in May of 1967 made it a goul bet that Dillard woulcl find hirnself in Opcration Hickoly, the prolonged combat in

Quang Tli Province designed to force units of the North Vietnamese Army out of the Demilitatueò.Zone,It was a bmtal ro-day fight in

which r4z Marines died.

One was llarold J. Dillard at the age of zo.

And, except fol his family's private grief and lccollections, and the sorrow of his flicnds, that could have been the end of the story of Halold

Dillard. But that would not do.

"How do I put this," Puntasecca said. "Harold Dillard was one of thuse lare people who clidn't have a bacl word for anyone, and no one hacl a

bacl worcl lor hirn. You met hirn; you liked him. Sinrple as that,"

Another friencl, Noël Dunn, clescribed Dillarcl in terms you clon't often hear anymore. "He was thlee years oltler than me, and he was nry

her.o. We were all very proud of him, proud to know hirn. You knew that he was going to be a vely important guy some day," Dum said.

Dum also recalled that Dillard, three grades ahead of him and a varsity track star, took thc time to coach him in thc art of the ntn,

tsut it wasn't just athlctic-s in which Dillarcl excelled. "It didn't matter if he knerv you or not," Dunn said, "but if he came walking along and

saw you looking sad, he'cl stop aud ask what was \{.t'ong, Then, 'Let's talk,' he'd say.

"That happened with me a few times when I was feeling down and - wow! - that'rvas my helo talking to me. And he didn't care about color,

didn't matter if you were bìack or white," said Dum, who, lil<e Dillard, is Afi'ican-American. "It lvas like he loved everybody."

After erùistment andboot camp Dillard served a toul of duty inVietnam and took part in Operation Hastings, an 18-day battle during which

the Marine.s suffered rz6 killed as they infìicted heavier casualties on sevelal cotnpanies of the North Vietnamese Army. Dillard was

awarded the Vietnamese Medal of Gallantry.

After Hastings, he was assignecl to Okinawa, from wherer her scrnt a letter to the aunt and uncle whr¡ raisecl him and his sibliugs - his mother

cìied of pneumonia when Harold was 8 years old - to say he might be coming home soon. But then a second letter arrived in Hackensacl<. It
was Harold again, this tirne telìing his grandmother that he was back in Vietnam for a secontl tour.

Dillard was killed in May t967 in intense combat at a place calle<l Hill l1Z neal Quang Tri, itself about zo miles south of the DMZ,

"When the news came, an absoìute sense of <lisbelief and shock swept thlough all of us who knew him," Puntasecca .said, "I saw it in the

newspaper. What a terrible thing that loss was, that this really great kid was gone,"

As worcl got arouncl a few years ago that the Dillard bridge was to be temporarily closed for rehabilitation, some people who hacl l<nown

Harokl Dillard began a carnpai¡1n to make sure their t'riencl's name remained on the crossing and that pttblic lecognition of Dillard never

would be lost,
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